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SUBJECT: SOUTHERN LEBANON 

1 . YOU SHOULD GET IN TOUCH WITH SARKIS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS ABOUT THE SOUTHERN LEBANON 
SITUATION: 

- WE HAVE CONVEYED TO THE ISRAELIS SARKIS' VIEWS ABOUT 
ASSERTING CONTROL IN TYRE AND NABITIYAH AREAS OF SOUTHERN 
LEBANON, AS EXPRESSED IN HIS CONVERSATION OF NOVEMBER 29 
WITH YOU. WE INCORPORATED FULLY IN OUR PRESENTATION TO THE 
ISRAELIS THE REASONS SARKIS HAD GIVEN FOR WISHING TO FOLLOW 
THE COURSE HE HAD PROPOSED. WE STRESSED TO THE 
ISRAELIS THE PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE SARKIS ATTACHED TO 
OCCUPYING TYRE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE AND THAT FAILURE TO DO 
SO, IN HIS OPINION, MIGHT RISK THE COLLAPSE OF HIS WHOLE 
PACIFICATION PLAN. 
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- THE ISRAELIS, HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
OPPOSITION TO THE ENTRY INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON OE ANY NON- 
LEBANESE MILITARY EORCES, EVEN ON THE LIMITED SCALE DESIRED 
BY SARKIS. ALTHOUGH IT IS CLEAR THAT THE 

ISRAELIS OBJECT MOST STRONGLY TO THE ENTRY OF SYRIAN 
EORCES BELONGING TO THE ARAB DETERRENT FORCE, THEY HAVE 
SAID TO US THAT THEY ARE OPPOSED TO ANY NON-LEBANESE, 
INTER-ARAB EORCE IN THE AREA. 

- WE WILL, OF COURSE, BE PREPARED TO GO BACK TO THE 
ISRAELIS WITH ANYTHING EURTHER SARKIS CARES TO TELL US 
ABOUT THE NATURE OE THE PROBLEMS THE ISRAELI POSITION WILL 
CAUSE HIM. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY FURTHER EXPLANATION HE 
MIGHT GIVE AND WHICH WE COULD PASS ON TO THE ISRAELIS AS 
TO THE RELATION OE THE TIMING OF MOVES INTO THE SOUTH WITH 
PACIEICATION OR OTHER DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE IN THE 
COUNTRY, INCLUDING NEGOTIATIONS EOR GAINING CONTROL OF THE 
HEAVY WEAPONRY POSSESSED BY THE VARIOUS EACTIONS. 

- WHILE WE DO NOT SUPPORT ALL ASPECTS OF THE ISRAELI 
REASONING, WE RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR CONCERNS ARE REAL TO 
THEM. THEREEORE, WE WILL CONTINUE OUR CONTACTS WITH THE 
ISRAELIS IN AN EEFORT TO WORK OUT A SOLUTION TO THE 
SECURITY PROBLEM IN THE SOUTH. WE WILL CONTINUE TO URGE 
RESTRAINT UPON THEM. WE WOULD BE LESS THAN CANDID, HOW- 
EVER, IE WE FAILED TO POINT OUT TO SARKIS THAT WE CANNOT 
HOLD OUT ANY HOPE OF AN EARLY CHANGE IN THE ISRAELI VIEW- 
POINT, AND THAT IN THE ABSENCE OF SUCH A CHANGE WE WOULD 
HAVE TO ASSUME THAT SOUTHWARD MOVEMENT OF ELEMENTS OE THE 
EORCE CONTINUES TO BRING RISK OE DESTABILIZATION. WE 

HOPE THERE WILL BE NO SUDDEN MOVES OR SURPRISES. 

2. IE YOU CAN, YOU SHOULD TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY OF THIS 
DISCUSSION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE SYRIANS HAVE OFEERED 
HIM ANY ADVICE ABOUT THE SOUTHERN LEBANON SITUATION. 
INEORMATION ON PROGRESS BEING MADE IN PACIEYING THE COUNTRY 
ELSEWHERE AND THE NATURE OF THE PALESTINIAN ACTIVITIES 
AND CONCENTRATIONS IN TYRE WOULD BE USEEUL. KISSINGER 
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